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ABSTRACT

There remains a high unmet need for novel treatments 
for CNS diseases.  Many academic and industry scientists 
are eager to undertake novel drug discovery approaches 
for the treatment of neurological disorders but lack 
some of the drug discovery infrastructure. To boost and 
de-risk drug discovery and development in the 
neuroscience field, NIH Blueprint for Neuroscience 
Research introduced a series of translational programs 
to promote neuroscience drug discovery and 
development efforts to mitigate the current pipeline 
gaps. 

In this presentation, we demonstrate how NIH Blueprint 
Neurotherapeutics Network (BPN), by providing funding, 
resources (contract access to medicinal chemistry, 
DMPK, toxicology, drug manufacturing and formulation, 
as well as contract access to perform the Phase I clinical 
study) and expertise, have contributed to the successful 
translation of academic and industry discoveries in basic 
disease biology into novel drug candidates in clinical 
testing. 
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BLUEPRINT NEUROTHERAPEUTICS 
(BPN) PROGRAM VISION

“Combine Strengths of NIH and Industry Expertise for 
Small Molecule Neuroscience Drug Discovery & 

Development”

BPN PROGRAM- SCOPE MILESTONE PROGRESSION BY STAGE

Visit the BPN Webpage

ENTRY CRITERIA

KNOW HOW AND EXPERTISE PROVIDED

A CROSS-NIH INSTITUTES EFFORT

CONTACT INFORMATION
Dr. Charles Cywin

Director, Small Molecule Neurotherapeutic Development
charles.cywin@nih.gov

BPN PROJECTS SUCCESSFUL POST-PROGRAM 
PROGRESSION

10 projects have announced additional industry 
funding since utilizing the BPN

BPN PROJECT ORGANIZATION

BPN – PROJECT CAN ENTER AT ANY PRE-
CLINICAL STAGE

Not all ICs accept Development 
Projects

Preparatory Phase
UG3 or U44 Phase I

All Projects Begin with Preparatory Phase
• Complete entry criteria for SAR   

or IND-enabling studies
• Conduct due diligence

General (UG3/UH3) PAR-24-043
UG3: Up to $300K direct costs x 1 yr
UH3: Up to $1.5M/yr direct costs x 4 yrs

SBIR (U44-I/II) PAR-24-063
Phase I: Up to $500K/yr*($700K total across ≤2 
yrs)
Phase II: Up to $1.5M/yr ($3M total across ≤3 yrs)
*NINDS rules check specific IC rules If no vertebrate animal work $225K/yr

Next application due dates for BPN: February 9, 2024 & July 15, 2024 
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